Hirst Preshyteriam Church 


DAVID H. CRAWFORD, Minister 
Cordova, Alaska 


October,19, 1941 


Dr. Everett B. King 

Board of National Missions 
156 Fifth Ave. 

New York, N.Y. 


Dear Dr. King, 


I wish in reporting for this past month to say that 
our World Wide Communion Sunday was one of the best services 
that I have ever held. The attendance was not nearly as 
good as I expected but the spirit was very conducive for 
worship. I was thompughly pleased with the spirit. It gave 
a great uplift of spirit. However, we had one very bad 
feature in the service. I only had one member of my session 
present, but irregardless the service moved along very 
smoothly. 


S.S. work is slowly picking up. At the present time we 
lack only one teacher which is something. We hope and pray 
that our teachers will stay and continue their good work. 
The present teachers seem very interested in their work. 

We are hoping for a leadership class, and I think it will 
be able to materialize before the winter is over. 


By the end of this month we Bxpect to have the Y.P.'s 
organization going again. It seems as though it is impossible 
to keep one going in the summer and then in the fall it is 
slow in getting hold again. I think it is due to the fact 
that the Y.P. have all been working in the summer and then 
when fall comesand school they feel they must have a few 
weeks to themselves.. 


By my report you will see that I have been spending much 
time on the porch. I think I had better explain a few things 
about that porch. Instead of a minor job as we expected we 
found a very major job. When some of the good was removed the 
porch practally fell.,What looked like good timbers were 
just false fronts. Nopne can understand what kept the porch 
together or standing. In like measure we learned the church 
foundation and the whole side cribbing completely gone. Mr. 
Hodge will be writing soon and explain further. I am doing 
all tne digging and much of the work in order to help keep 
expenses down, because they are going to be high. But it is 
a gom thing that we started this job now rather that later 
this year or held off. No one can conceive of the possible 
results that might have followed. 


I hope your cold has gone by now and you have rested from 
your trip north. 


Sincerely yours, 


Rt J. 


. 


November 5, 1941 


Rev. Mr. David 4, Crawford 
Cordova, Alaska 


Dear David: 

It sounds as though we did not start work on the 
porch any too soon. Y>u can never tell whet is hidden 
underneath the surfece, can you? ‘ou will keep a careful 
@heck on the materials that are used in the construction 2 
and then when the complete bill has been msde, send it to nd. 


i saw your cousin, Harold Black, the other day 
and he was asking aboltit you. 


Cordially yours, 


EBA :McE 


ye 


Hirst Preshyteriaa Church 
DAVID H. CRAWFORD, Minister 
Cordova, Alaska 


. Nov. 26, 1941 


Dr. Everett B.. King 

Board of National Missions 
156 Fifth Ave. 

New York, N.Y. 


Dear Dr. King, 


In reporting for the past mon, let me say that I believe 
a better spirit has been shown towards the Church. We have 
not had any great attendance to Church but in 5.8. the 
attendance hasmade amargked increase. In order to keep (pss 
the expense down on this poarch I have been doing as much of 
the common labor as possible. So far I have moved all the dirt 
and have built the crib as far as we are along. However, 
weather is against us. When it rains,as it often does, it is 
impossible to work because of the great amount that falls from 
the roof. When it shows as it has been the same is 7f4g/ true. 
However, we are again useing the porch as an entrance over a 
temporary sidewalk to the steps. The fondation of the porch 
is finished, but the inside stares (two pair) are yet to be 
completed. We have about 22 feet of crib yet to dig out and 
put back. That is the part above the stairs toward the front 
of the Church. Upon digsing we found the gym wall shoved in 
in places to the extent of 4 in. No one can explain why we 
didn't have the whole fill in the gym before this. As weather 
permits througnout the winter we will work on the remainder of 
the crib..When all materials have been boughten we will send you 
an itemized bill. However, the size of the job now that we have 
gotten into it, has been a great supprise. 


You will notice on my report the reorganizing of our Y.P. 
Let me report ahead since this letter is late. The Y.P. are 
doing fine. Tne spirit is beyond all comprehension. The age is 
from l2 to 17. We had a social last Friday evening and we had 
17 in attendance. Then last sunday there were 13 present at our 
meeting. The questions that have been raised have been very very 
intelligent. They are interested. They chose for discussion 
Character studies of the men of the Bible. Then to they are 
trying to see the problems of these men with their own problems. 
We pray that this work may continue. We are planning one 
business and social meeting a mon. 


Last year we helda Thanksgiving day service on the morning 
of that day. This year we were asked to repeat such a service. 
In the morning we are planning this service. Already different 
individuals have met me on the street and thanked me for sending 
them a special invitation. Some ftho cannot aitend have handed me 
their Bells filled with their contribution, I sent the bells out 
with the invitations. We are useing the program that was sent 
"Sweet Land of Liberty". We are following the program as is, 
useing the 5.5. pupils as sugzested. The offering of this service 
will all be sent to the Board, 
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doing nicely until we brought.-her home and then she ag became 


Kind greeting you sent. 
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December 8, 1941 


ATRMATL 


Rev. Mr. David Crawford 
Cordova, Alaska 


Dear Davids 


Thank you for your goed letter of November 26th giving 
me detailed information about the expense involved in repairing 
the old porch. It must have been in a dilapidated condition 
underneath. — “ tae 


I was also interested in the report of the organization 
of your young people. I think you will find some fruitful results 
from this endeavor. : | oe 


I ghall look forward to a full report from you about 
your Thanksgiving Service, 


Cordially yours, 


BBK Meck 


——"* 


First Presbyterian Church 


DAVID H. CRAWFORD, Minister 
Cordova, Alaska 


Dec.. 31, 1941 


Dr. Everett B. King 

Board of National Missions 
156 Fifth Ave. 

New) Zork Nir 


Dear Dr. King, 


I received your letter speaking about my report for the 
mon. Of Nov..You were asking about our Thanksgiving service. 


Our thanksgiving service was as much a success this 
year as last.We had 5 more in attendance making our number 
59..The spirit of the service was far better than we expected. 
In fact since the service, some have spoken asking that this 
be a permanent service in our Church. I think I mentioned the 
fact that I was useing the service as planned by the Board of 
National Missions. That is all but the address as suggested. 
However, some of the thoughts presented in the pamphlet were 
inculcated into the address. We used the S.S. members as 
helpers in the service. Thissin itself has prepared the way 
for one of our services in the near future. Instead of observing 
Y.P.'s day on the day set aside for it. I plan to have the 
Y.P. take full responsibility for one of the services while I 
am aw,y to Presbytery..I believe the service will be a success. 


You spoke of your interest in our re-organizing of the Y.P. 
Let me report the success of this reorganization. Our numbers 
are not great, but the interest in the subjects presented are 
extremely fine. We have been feeling our way. We plan our 
services two mon.'s in advance. This planning takes place ah 
our business and social evening. If the second mon. seems to 
be out of line. Then we have a chance to change it at a meeting 
before those subjects come up. We have been studying different 
men characters in the Bible. We have two more men fetito study 
and then we plan to move on to the study of 4 different women. 
Our study has provoked many pertenent questions that we have 
discussed. For example:-- One girlf raised this question, thile 
looking at the Bibical account of Job. "Why when Christ says, 
'Cast your burden upon me and believe in me' does he let men 
and women dieg as martyrs? Or was there something wrong with 
their faith?" This is just one question out of many that have 
been raised, | 


Our Christmas program moved along very nicely. However, 
weather was against us. We had two services on Xmas eve. The 
first service at 7:30 was the children's program. There were 105 
in attendance. The second service was at 10:30 and then the 
choir presented their cantata. There was 89 present at that service, 


I would like to have some type of a service tonight, but 
it is impossible. This is one night that the town has taken over 


ap 


in full force for their annual dance..It is imp&assible to 
have anything on this night. I have been told that others 
have tried to have some type of New Year's service and 
there never wags »any one in attendance, 


This report' itis’ late ‘in getting to you’ due to two reasons.. 


The first reason is the war. I have been very active in our 
defense Work... The second reason is that Anne had a terrible 
set back. I had to send her back to the hospital for a week, 
She came home yesterday. We hope that she has seen her last 
of sickness for awhile. We were blessed in having her mother 


with us for the event, but she left for home before Anne took 
Sick the second time. 


I want to take this opportunity to thank you for the gift 


of the book you sent. I have already received much good from 


the little that I have read. I have started to read the book 
according to the days..So I began at the last. It was very 
thoughtful of you in sending the book. and please accept my 
hearty thanks. 


We are expecti g great things ahead even midst this war. 
Add so I remain, 


Sindérely yours, 


AD ame HH. Cured 


January 15, 192 


Reve Mrs David He Crawford’ 
Cordova, Alaska 


Dear Brother Crawford! 


Thank you for your good letter with a detailed 
description of some of your activities. It is always 
interesting to read the success of your efforts because 
I kmow that the Alaskan work does demand some read hard 
work. 


I shall appreciate your sending me a more detailed 
statement about your duties and your service in line va 
the war emergenoy situations 


I am sorry to learn of Ann's second illness and do 
hope by this time she has made a complete recovery. 


Cordially yours, 


EBK MoE 


Hivat Preshyterian Church 
DAVID H. CRAWFORD, Minister 
Cordova, Alaska 
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Hirst Preshvteria Church 
DAVID H. CRAWFORD, Minister 
Cordova, Alaska 
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Hirst Preshyteriaa Church 


DAVID H. CRAWFORD, Minister 
Cordova, Alaska 


Feb. 25; 1942 


Dr. Everett B. King 

Board of National Missions 
156 Fifth ‘Ave. 

New York, N.Y. 


Dear Dr. King, 


First let me report on the highly successful service 
conducted by the Y.P..while I was away to Presbytery. They 
Nandled a beautiful service that was highly accepted, and as 
near as 1 can learn this is the first time that such a service 
has been held in the church. I simply moved Y.P.'s service up 
one week so that they could have the service while I was away. 
And then due to excelent plane and train sé@rvice and our being 
able to move Presbytery up a week, I was gone only 10 days. 


Then enclosed letter is one that I sent out, this will 
help you in judging our Lenten program. We are planning 
5 special services during Passion week. We also plan to have 
two preaching services on Easter instead of the one.. 


Our work seems to be progressing as well as one might 
expect under such conditions. I might even say better. 


You wrote on Jan. 15th. The letter has just been received, 
This will show you the uncertainity of my mail. We hope to 
have airmail in the near future, but until then mail is almost 
out of our hands. In your letter of Jan. 15th you asked for 
more details concerning my service in line with the war 
emergency situation... In reply let me say, I am chairman of 
the Red Cross disaster committee, and also chairman of the 
Civilian Defense committee on first aid... As a fireman our 
duties have been increased. We are now also sworn in police, 
Because of the latter I have stood guard duty and probably will 
stand more in the future. The session has offered to the army 
some of our facilities for USO purposes. Letters are in transet 
now concerning that service. If the war strikes here, I will 
give much time to the above duties. At the present time some of 
them have lessened. The army is asking for secrecy, thus let 
me suffice in saying. We expect much and whatever comes the Church 
and its Pastor will throw its hearty support into the cause, 
In regards to the future, our S.S. is going to drop quite low.. 
It may even be killed..The Y.P.'s service will probably stop 
entirely with the opening of the canneries in the middle of 
April. Other activities may be started, but only time will tell. 
And it would be probably better that no mention be made of such 
activities in any of my reports. I have been thinking of the 
aviseability of stopfffA sending our numerical reports.. That may 
be adviseable. But this one thing I am certain. We must have a 
church here, Its doors irregardless of their condition must stay 
open. If we are bombed out of existance as far as building, we 
cannot close. If Alaska even needed the Church it ig now. We 


Hirst Hreshyterian Church 


DAVID H. CRAWFORD, Minister 
Cordova, Alaska 


may not have numbers in our meetings, but we must have a pillar. 
The church is that pillar.. Every day I am seeing our importance. 
Our very presence is to many a sustaining faith. I have thought 
and Rev. Bingle akked me at Presbytery in regards to my joining 
the Chaplin service, but my answer to my thoughts and his is in 
regards to what will happen here,.. This Church at least cannot 

at the present time stand to be without a man,.. The Episcopal 
man has not been in town since Dec. lst and we cannot tell when 
he will be back. Our church is standing alone in regards to 

the Protestants. We are loosing numbers of families. This is 
and will fix the final result above mentioned in regards to the 
S.S. However, ,suffice it to say the town is full and running 
over with people. Our number af services are falling due to 
working conditions and they may dwindle to almost nothing in 
amon. or two, but let me repeat, the church must stay.. 


I am writing as I am in order that you may understand. My 
reports in the future may be brief or even stopped, but remember 
we are working and doing our best. As:far as we are concerned, 
There will always be a Church here. 


I should add one further item in regards to my service in 
this emergency.. Labor is scarce and all must help out. I am 
helping some times. Two hours here and a few hours there, but 
nothing at no time that hinders from doing a complete job in the 
Church. The Church is my first love and duty, but loyality some- 
times also calls. 


We are hoping for airmail service in the near future. Thus 
please send me all fg7YZ7 letters that way. At the present we have 
such poor service, it is almost no service, but we hope in the 
future; It is better to direct all my mail direct to me.sit wild 
be better that way than by going through any bodies hands. 


Hoping you will understand some of the unspoken of details, 


and hoping that I have at least partially covered your questions, 
I remain. 


Sincerely yours, 


Soon 1. Copa 
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Hirst Presbyterian Church 
DAVID H. CRAWFORD, Minister 
Cordova, Alaska 


April 17,1942 


Dr. Everett 8, King 

Board of National Missions 
156 Fifth Ave. 

New York, N.Y. 


Dear Dr. King,. 


I wish to report a very successful Easter season..It was 

far above our expectations..Our Holy Week services were well 
attended and well received. The Service Easter morning 

was larger than Many in the past. This was due to some 
extent by the presence of some of the army. 


Since last writing to you we have had an increase in popu- 
lation and also an influx of some of the army..Work has 
speeded up. We are expecting the opening of the canning 
season Jf/ within the next week..(Clams) We are doing 
everything in our power to make the Chureh reach all the 


“people, but we are more than certain that the regular 


services of the Church will have a decrease in numbers 
due to the working hours. This coming Sunday may be our 
last Sunday for Y.P.'s service, due to the fact that the 
Y.P. will thmmselves be working.. We hope to have a 
Bible School this summer, but only time can tell. 
I would like to report more in detail, but perhaps it is 
more prudent not to.. Let us just say, we are working and 
cooperating in every way that is possible, and we hope that 
this war doesn't last forever. 


The session acted upon the recommendation of the Board of 
National Missions and then the Congregation approved their 
action in regards to the advancement in salary.. 


In your last letter you spoke of the mail service. Let 
me say this, some of our letters have taken as long as 
30 days. As far as mail service here in the territory 

is concerned. .iIt is almost impossible for me to geta 
letter to or from Anchorage or Fairbanks in less than 20 
days..We hope that the condition will be better in the 
future, but we can blame it on the war. 


Sincerely yours, 


om Uo 


Hirst Preshyteriam Church 
DAVID H. CRAWFORD, Minister 
Cordova, Alaska 


June 9, 1942 


Dr. Everett B. King 

Board of National Missions 
156 Fifth Ave. 

New York, N.Y. 


Dear) Dra kame, 
- WV r : 

Herein you will find enclosed my report. By the report 
you can see the evidences of those results that I felt was coming 
for the summer months. We have been forced to close the Y.P.'s 
service, because thgare all working..S.S. has dropped to almost 
nothing because of the present work in the canneries. Church 
service has fallen considerably and save for the few soldiers 
who can come our church services are small. Actively at the 
present, we can do little, but let me say that inwardly the 
Spirit towards the church is good. In fact I believe better 
than when we arrived two years ago. The source of trouble with 
a church program here at the present lies in the forced working 
conditions. A good run of fish is in progress; the clam season 
has been large; and other activities that cannot be mentioned 
are high,.All of these programs are running 7 days a week_and 
long days at tnat. We are destitute for workers in the %... 
and as far as Pible Schodl is concerned, it looks as though 
Mrs. .Crawford and myself will have to carry this program alone. 
However, .again due to working, we will not be able to reach 
any above 15 years of age in the school. The success of last 
year's school and the interest that still lies in the hearts of 
the youngsters this year is enouth to warrent our efforts again. 


I wish to report on one new feature that I am trying this 
summer. Almost all get the town paper. This paper is read from 
the first to the last by all. The editor of the paper was 
very cooperative when I spoke to him about it. Therefore, I am 
preparing iittle sermonets that we are publishing two ar three 
times a week, These will always be 2 a week and if space permits 
3 a week. This program has not been going long enough for us to 
resglize its full value, but, we think that it, will fi11 4 meee 
for those who are working and can't make the services. It may 
also be ameans of reaching others. I am enclosing two samples of 
this column so that you can better see the size and type of 
message that we are useing. 


I wish now to speak of a matter that I am rather hesitant 
in mentioning due to the danger of miss-representing my own 
thoughts. When you were here last fall, you were very anxious 
in regards to my feelings in the matter of staying in Cordova 
and also in regards to the war. At the time I felt that it would 
certainly be wrong for me to move from Cordova at that time, 


and since tere wasn't any war in the U.S..the matter of chaplaincy | 


was out of the question. Then you spoke rather vaguely in regards 
to a year from that date, stating that perhaps for my own good 
when the time comes it might be adviseable for me to move. Then 


i 


rh 


you mentioned two places that you had in mind for the future, 

Auk Lake and someplace in the state of Washington. You stated 
that you would write later concerning this matter. Upon the 
arrivel of the army here in Cordova, 1 have been able to view 
their work and to work with them to some extent..I have seen 

the work that one can do with the boys. In fact that which I have 
already done with them has been a great source of joy and satis- 
faction. This small contact has been more than refreshing. In 
fact it has given me a desire to work more and more with these 
boys. In a sense I would like to go amd work as a Chaplain 
amoung them. I told you, when here, about Chaplain McBride stoping 
last summer and interviewing me as material for the same. At 

the time he said that if I should ever desire to enter the 
service to act through him if possible. I don't know whether or 
not + could pass the physical examination that they give, but 

I think I can after I have some work done on my teeth, This 
whole matter has been weighing heavily upon me in the last few 
weeks..Coupled with this I cannot forget my responsibility to 
this Church and communi:y and also to the Board of “ational 
Missions. I realize that I am minutely woven into the civilian 
work of this community. I certainly realize the importance of 
this church remaining open for the duration. One of the worse 
crimes that we could inflict would be to close it's doors during 
this time of need, I know of the difficulty ofr replacing a man 
in tne territory under the present existing circumstances. That 
is why I am writing as I am to you. I want your reaction and your 
feeling to this problem. What do you think about this?’ 


I know that we can still work here another year and still 
be in peace and concord with the town. However, perhaps another 
could do far better than I..Since the army is here the task would 
be more difficult for a new man cen ae in than for an old man 
who knows the town's people already. lhe army still needs someone 
within the town to help them. That is one place that we have 
tried to fill. A new man would have to get acquainted with both 
the army. and the town at the same time. However, the Chaplain 
wno is here would be able to help in many ways. He is a grand 
man and one that is a great aid at the present to me. 


The logical time for any change in Cordova, be it in peace 
time or war time, is the month of September. For the whole church 
program must be set up and started in that Month. The summer 
months are montns of disappointment due to working donditions,. 


You have a great task in supplying these churches in Alaska. 
Therefore, I want you to speak freely in regards to what you 
think concerning this problem. I don't want to do anything that 
will in any way lessen the great mission program of our church. 

I want to do all that I can to advance it, But as to that which 
igs best at the present, I cannot fully see. Therefore, please 
advise. 


Sincerely yours, 


Dart. aed 


June 25, 1942 


ATRUATL 
Rev. Mr. David Crawford 


Cordova, Alaska 


Dear Mr. Cranford: 


Dr. King is out of town on his vacation and will nots 
return until the first of August. Since he has had a 
very busy and strenuous year, I hesitate to send your letter 
on to him regarding your consideration of the chaplaincy. 
I amy therefore, wondering whether it will be agreeable to 
you. if I hold this for his attention fermpuian maid upon his. 
return. 


Cordially ceive: 


| Secretary to Dr. King 
hich : : ee 


Hirst Preshyteriar Church 
DAVID H. CRAWFORD, Minister 
Cordova, Alaska 


July 25, 1942 


Mrs. H.R. McEven 

% Dr. Everett B. King 
Board of National Missions 
156 Fifth Ave. 

New York, N.Y. 


Dear Mrs. McEven, 


This is in reply to your letter of July 6th sent in the 
absence of Dr. King requesting information for Dr. Mark A.’ Dawbar. 


We have some military stationed here. The nature and the 
extent of the same I will not mention. This of course means 
an increase in the number who desire the use of the Church. 
In fact they have repponded very well to our services. They 
have to a great extent supplimented the number that have moved 
out and also the number that are tied up with defense work and 
working conditions that have hindered them from coming to the 
services. Our boys in both army and navy appreciate the Church. 
Duties keep them from attending our services many times but 
a good percentage come when they can. The work of the Church 
with these boys issof gravest importance to my mind. I am of 
the opinion that the future of the church in Alaska depends upon 
the way in which the present church of Alaska treats these boys 
who are now in Alaska. I am supprised at the number of boys here 
who plan wihin the 10 years following the war of coming back to 
the territory and making this their home..If such is the case, 
then the chagges that must take place in the moral life of the 
territory must be impressed upon the minds of these boys. This) 
is one of the phases of our work here. Another phase that I meet 
every day is that personal contact that has to be made with the 
boys.. As time moves along this phase of our work is increasing... 
The boys are sensing the need of help and council and many come 
to me. The Chaplain gets a lot of this work,however, many times 
thé boys feel as though they would rather have the minister of the 
town Church talk with them than their chaplain. This is not minimizé 
ing the work ofithe Chaplain a bit. It is rather bolstering his 
work. For they find the same kind of council from both and often 
this repeated council is what they need.. I try to help the Chaplain 
and he helps us. The tie between home Church and the boy in the 
Army is certainly needed..If pastors could drop a personal note 
to the boy away at camp, it would help so much. At the same time 
if they could be reminded to remember there church while at camp 
it would be an added aid. Many of these boys are lonely and the 
Church can go a long ways in 8tlihing the vacancy that they miss. 
This is our program we try to maintain for these boys. Our Church 
our homes and our facilities are all open to them. And let me add, 

Va is certainly appreciated. 


I hope that this answers the questions that Dr. Dawbar has 


in- mind. . 
Cordiall ours, 


me 


August 17, 1942 


Rev. Mr. David Crawford | 
Cordova, Alaska 


Dear Brother Crawford: 


ae | have beet out of the city for several weeks and that axplains 
the delay tn answering your letter of June 9th. In your letter you face me 
with the question relative to your future, TI am not in & position to give 
you any final answer, If you feel the urge and the call to cive your 
life and service just now to the field of chaplainey then T would say by 


all means offer yourself, After all everyone has to coma te his decision 


ef his own accord, If the urge is there and Ag you feel the. Sear is Awad fhe 
hud then you will follow that lead, | 


Oe iN poanhine sioh a dalainie you heuaia hear in mind thet. all the war 
wart is not being done by those who are in the armed forces. No small amount 
of essential and necessary work is being dene by those who are not in the Army 
or Navy, If all of our men join the Army then we would not have any ecuipment 


_ to supply them with. If all of our ministers join the chaplaincy then our home 


churches will not be able to supply the necessary ee enforcement that is 
so necessary during these days. : 


I am shviag Sis that you may know that: you: can be as loyal to. 
your Government outside of the Army as you ean inside, . It is a question thet you 
must answer in your own heart, If you tecidelnot to go into the chaplaincy 
let me know and I am le sure that I will have oe definite to present 


ae beg 
Thank you fas coming to me with this muestion. T am sorry that + 


net tell you uemaetde what you should do. 7 


i iy ltaia ata hy? 7 "Cordially yours. bs 


Hirst Yreshyterian Church 


DAVID H. CRAWFORD, Minister 
Cordova, Alaska 


Septsé 8, 1942 


Dr. Everett B,.King 

Board of National Missions 
156 Fifth Ave. 

New York, N.Y.. 


Dear Dr. King, 


This is in receipt of your letter of August 17th 
in regards to the Chaplain's Corps. I have been praying 
and thinking on this subject very much since I wrote to 
you in June. Upon the arival of your letter I have done 
a lot mor thinking and praging..I believe my answer to the 
problem is that I will stay in the Pastorate. However, 
if I could have assurance of staying in Alaska in the 
Chaplain corps then my answer would have been a Chaplain. 
For the thing that prompted me and led me on towards that 
work was the immediate work here plus the value of such 
work at the close of the war, for it is my belief from 
the contacts tnat I have already made in the Army, that 
the future church of Alaska is going to depend upon the 
spiritual life of the boys in the Army now in Alaska. I 
cannot receive ,ssurance of staying in Alaska and working 
witn these boys.fhus the Lord seems to be leading me to 
Stay here and work with the boys as best I can,ahong with 
the regular work of the Church. And I did mention to you 
in my letter of June that this has been a great source of 
joy. As 1 told you in Jan.of 1940 prior to my coming to 
Alaska, I had definitely felt a call for a number of years 
for working in Alaska. I have never doubted that call and 
I still feel that original call stranger than any other, 


I believe that things here in Cordova will soon pick 
up. Fishing season is just about to a close ..We have had 
a poor summer as far as Church work goes. There has been 
so much work.and such a demand for workers that the church 
was drained of its people, for the work demanded the people 
and Sunday. We have also suffered greatly from an exodus of 
some of our regular attenders..Those who came to replace 
them in their work are largely drifters. Here for a week 
maybe a mon. and then they go. Thus the work in the §s.S, 
has been very difficult and trying..H owever, we were 
able as you can see by the report to have a very very 
food bible school. Thanks to the assistance of some army 
personel that were given daily leave to help.. I hope for 
greater numbers this fall.. 


Thank you for your assistance in answering my question. 
However, I ltelieve that I am fully decided not to go into 
the chaplaincy.. It is more than gratifying to be able to 
know that one can write to you on such matters and then be 
able to get your reactions to them. Therefore, again I 
say thank you for helping. Cordially yours, 


AO Se 4 at ae 


September 25, 1942 


Rev. Mr. David H. Crawford eR UR ha SN 
Deer David: | : | 

I was quite glad to get your letter of September Sth and to note 
that you had reached a definite decision relative to mentor the | 
Chaplaincy * ; 


I think your decision ds wise, since you have had & ‘elade ealling 
to serve the Lord in Alaska. You cannot be fully satisfied located. else- 


where, It is my judgment that after the war we are going to havo a greater - 


opoortunity for service in Alaska than ever before, We are bales %e need 
just such men as you to carry through our programs — | | 


Cordially yours, ig 


| ERK MR 
Air mail 


First Presbyterian Church 


DAVID H. CRAWFORD, Minister 
Cordova, Alaska 


Nov. 15, 1942 


Dr. Everett B. King 

Board of National “issions 
156 Fifth Ave. 

New York, N.Y. 


Dear Dr. King, 


Enclosed you will find my report and a gheck fo 
Check is from this S8.S..The S.S. has felt it better p 
to make an annual fall donation to the Board rather than send 
in the collections for Children's day and promotion sunday. 
The amount is generally considerably higher this way. As in the 
past it is the policy to send the money received at our 
Thanksgiving day service. This service we started the first 
year we came and as it looks now, this year will be a bigzger and 
a better service. As you will note this $25 shows an increase 
of $10 ofer last years fall gift and $15 offer 2 years ago gift. 
It is the hope of the S.S. to double $he $25 gift next year,. 
That is our ain, 


By my report you will notice theaddition of our Y.P.'s 
service again. We are having a bigger and a better society than 
previous. We are having a slight gain in our regular attendance 
at worship services and our 5.5. bas increased over tne summer 
mounths. As I make a sarvey of the town, I find that our 5.58. 
includes a higher percentage of the children of the town than 
ever before. I cannot find 10 Protestant children not in S.S. 


I have had two high spots in the last mon. One was when it 
was the privilege of this session to take under its care a young 
man for the @ospel ministry..He is a soldier who has transfered 
his membership here to this church and who desires to enter the 
ministry through the Yukon Fresbytery and hopes sometime in the 
future to return to the territory as a minister for the church 
of Christ. He is all ready to enter seminary at the close of the 
war. He is a great inspiration to us and our work. Our prayer is 
that he may not be transfered from here... The second high spot 
was a trip on a. government boat to some of the remote sections of 
the sound. I was able to visit in the homes of many individuals 
who accasionally make services in town. I also held an informal 
service in the home of a family with 4 families represented. They 
asked that I return sometime in the future and repeat a similar 
service. In the course of my stay here all present save 3 had in 
the past made services here. I also visited with a young couple in 
a out of the way Indian village who had been teachers in Sheldon 
Jackson and who had met and knew you.. Mr. and “rs. Wooster..I hope 
in the future to be able to send them 5.S. material from time to 
time.. 


Sincerely yours,. 
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, Hirst Presbyterian Church 


DAVID H. CRAWFORD, Minister 
Cordova, Alaska 


Dec. 30, 1942 
De..Everétt B. King 
Board of National Missions 
156 Fifth Ave. 
New York, N.Y. 


Dear Dr. King,, 


This past mon..that I am reporting for and also the time 
from Dec. 15th until now has been a constant fight with our 
building here..This 4s worse than a barn in cold weather and 
we have been having a harder time than usual. This is due to 
@ number of factors that I had better not mention due to 
censors.. It has been almost a constant battle 24 hrs. a day 
and we are worn out from it. Relief however, is now in sight. 


You..asked about the young man that we received into our 
Church and then took him under our care for the Gospel ministry. 
Again I think it unwise to state many particulars concerning 
this man. As far as mentioning the place in-general publicity, 
that had better not be done. However, if you wish to make a 
general public.statement, you might. say. In Alaska one of our 
Churches there has had the wonderful opportunity of receiving 
one of the.members of the armed forces into its number and is 
also taking him ‘under their care for the Gospél ministry. He 
has finished his college work (that is all except about 6 hrs. of 
work which he may get off before getting out of the army) While 
his stay in Alaska has been_short,he has become thrilled with 
the work of the Church here and part of his reason for becoming 
a member of this Church was so that he may later come back to 
Alaska not as an outsider but one of her boys. As far as his 
position.and.work ant.other facts, these had better be left unsaid. 
If you wish to write to this boy address him Lt. Patil Hatisen 
A.P..0.. 945; Seatt#é, Washington... Irregardless of where he may 
be that will get him. He plans to remain a member of this church 
throughout his seminary work. When we took him into our Church 
he promised the session that wherever he went,,as long as he was 
under tneir care he would support this church and Keep in active 
communication with the same.. l hope that it is possible for me to 
present him to the Presbytery this winter and that we wi_l be able to 
take him under our care then. 


One fact that I think that you should know and that I have been 
hinting at but not stateing for some mon.'s-is the fact that the 
town of Cordova is much smaller than ever before, Many people have 
left and in the past 6 mon. few have come in to repl_ce them. However, 
many who have left expect in the future to come back, The spring will 
see many back and the end of the war will see many of the permanent 
people back. Our Sunday School has held up marvelous, in fact by 
$%0f population it has increased. The Church services have fallen some 
and could have been better. The Y.P.'s society is the best in these 
3 years. 
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Ptease gend me more re; 
sent in. I have just enough 


anks if you wish these mon. reports 
this mon. of Dec 15 to Jan 14,. 


I wish to ask some question of you that may seem rather early 
to ask, but due to the extreme slowness of the mails I must needs 
write now in cage these questions entail further corresopndence. 
According to the rules of the Yukon Presbytery, this,ls our year to 
go out to General Assembly. I was told at Presbytery to tay plans 
accordingly.. Due to a number of reasons both for the church and 
myself, I think that it will t best that we terminate our stay 

here in Cordova at or before that time, However, I want very much to 
Stay in Alaska and if at all possible I would prefer to stay here 

in the Yukon territory (presbytery). Transportation now and it will 
be no better in tne spring is very uncertain, We have been as long as 
6 weeks without a boat and then no transportation available. Easter 
this year is terrible late making only super transportation J/pphsehg 
connections possible in order to make general assembly on time. 

Since the above is true, Would it be possible for you to send a 

new Man in here during the Easter season in time that’ he could be 
well established by Easter and thus have the church taken care of 

by tiat._date??wWould there be any objection for us going outside 

early and spend a few weeks at home before general Assembly and 

thus be ready to come back soon after Assembly.? In making this 
change have you a place in the territory especilly in Yukon Presbytery 
for me?’ I think it better that we change and never get back to 
Cordova even for a few weeks while waiting 6n another place. Please 
don't get me wrong,, I don't think the people will throw me out. There 
is nothing like that. I love the people here and the place, but I do 
think it would be best for a change and I don't think coming back 
‘there from General Assembly and moving short y after would be good, 
How much of Mrs. Crawfordway will the Board pay toward this trip.. 

I know General Assembly will pay mine both ways, but herg expenses: will 
be high and with the terrible increase in the cost of living pluss 
our terrible expense in the sickne s of Mrs. Crawford with the baby, 
we have saved precious little... How much time will the Board grant 
for being away from the field?’Will the board take over the salary 

of the Church while being out?’ Would it be possible to make a definite 
loan from the Board in the nature of the loan granted when we came up 
here? This could be made in the nature of advanced salary for the 
mon. 's gone. I will need money in advance for Mrs. Crawford's and 

the baby's transportation and then my own until I reach Detroit... 

Thiis I rouguly estimate to be around $650.. 


A few other questions in regards to moving. Should we have our 
stuff shipped to some definite place before we go? or ghould we have 
it all packed up and. storred someplace in Cordova until we write for 
it? How much of this cost will the board stand? 


2* 
% 


One thing that comes to my mind in the form of a suggestion. As 
long as mail is as bad as it has been in this past emergency, it seems 


foolish for the boards and_t! genciesk to se 


to that daté.-I-received our Rakry Day mat. abou 


for special services unless they mail them at least,.23 mon. previous 


2, WS OXS Late. 
World Communion material at least 1 mon. late. Thanksg 


a 


~~ 
Seti 


iving materilal 


twop weeks (single advanced copy) Thanksgiving general material,  __ 


money and it it comes so late it is useless then there is no value 
sending it. at 7 ; 


Xflag singlecopy and Xmas bundle all cametogether 5 days after Xmas, 
It seems to me that this is a waisté of money. All that material costs 


in 
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January 13, 1943 


AIR MAIL 


Rev. kr. David H. Crawford 
Cordova, Alaska 


Dear David: 


Enclosed you will find a check for fifty ($50.00) dollars, 
which represents a gift from lira. Rush Taggart, Sunset Lane, 
Rye, New York. She definitely specified that she would like 
you to have this money for some special need cutside of the 
budget. With the increased cost of living in Alaska, and 
with the increase in your family, I am pretiy sure that you 
will be able to find a good place to put this money. 


I know that you will want to acknowledge this gift to Mrs. 
Taggart,and give her a bit of information about the activities 
there in Cordova, She is vitally interested in Cordova and 
in you. It will do her good to have a letter directly from 
yYoue 


Cordially yours, 
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Ry es February 9, 1943 


Rev. Mr. David H. Crawford 
Cordova, Alaska 


Dear David: 


Iam glad that you have been elected a comissioner to General 
Assembly. You have done an excellent work in Cordova amid ail the | 
difficulties and the trip out will be fine for you. However, I am 
afraid you have forgotten about our agreement relative to lirs. 
Crawford, and your proposed plan. You reeail it was our agreenent 
that you were to remain in Alaska for five years and at the end of 
that time the Board was to pay your travel and your wife's travel 
buck to the States for a yeur's furlough. In case you returned be- 
fore the five year period then the Board would not be reaponsible 
fer return transportation. sa 


Since you have been in Alaska for only two years and eight nenths 
{since May 15, 1940), the Board cannot take care of your travel costs 
or the transportation of your wife. As a commissioner the General 
Assembly will pay your round trip travel provided you return to Alaska. 
The Assembly wili not pay the rutura passage unless you return to 
Cordova. ; 


What ia true of your personal travel expenses, ig alec true of your 
household possessions, On a’ three years basis the Board cannot pay 
the freight cost for a return shipment, | | 


You" mention coming out to General Asseably, and returning to sone other 
point in Alaska rather than Cordeva., This plen cannot be followed because 
there will not in ali probabi.ity be any vacancy in the territory. 


My suggestion is that yo. make your trip alone and return to Cordova. 
The General Assembly wili take care of your transportation. 


If you feel that’ youumst also bring your wife then you wil. be com- 
pelled to bear her expenses. It will be necessary too, for you to beer 
the expenses of your freight. si 


There is no @iffioulty about the time element. You ean allow time before 


Rev: lr. David H. Crawford | le ee i February 9) 1943 


or after the assembly for ireedom here in the States. 
I think you wil. make a mistake if you do not tuke my suggestion, bat, 
of course, the final decision rests with you. Please wire we your: ~~ 
plans when they are clear, > : a 

Thanks for the word about ‘the seldier, That) ig most) encouraging. 


Cordially yours 


BBK/mk Ce ee ese re ee ee eh ey patios! 


Penned in Loan a4 
Portiand, Oregon : 


“——" 


Hirst Preshyteriat Church 
DAVID H. CRAWFORD, Minister 
Cordova, Alaska 


Feb. 23, 1943 


Dr. Everett B. King 

Board of National Missiong 
156 Fifth Ave. 

New York, N.Y. 


Dear Dr. King, 


My experiences of this past mon.,;were interesting. 

I had a very interesting trip to Presbytery. I traveled 

by small boat, two different boats, walked, rode 3 tips 

of truck, and last of all by freight train. I had to 
Opportunity of staying in one army camp and two construction 
camps. The cost of my whole trip one way was $1.55. I 

was able to make many different contacts and I had a number 
of chances for proclaiming God to individuals. The trip 
will never be forgotten by me.. 


Since writing to you last I have learned that much 
of our mail has been lost in thepast. I was wondering if 
any of our mail has been lost. I have heard from you 
three times since Sept..and I have written to you at least 
once each mon. My reports have all been sent. Please check, 
if you can,and let me know.. | 


I heard in an indirect manner today that General 
Assembly is not going to meet. I wired Armstrong for 
information, because the rumor originated there. If I 
don t get out to General Assembly I will have to lay 
different plans for the work than I have done already. 

I had planned to leave here around April lst. That may 
mean as late as April 20, but boats are few and far between, 


If the above is true I will continue on here, but I 
still think that a change might be good. However, I still 
want to stay in Alaska and especially here in the Yukon 
Presbytery. If we don t go outside and you wish us to stay 
here then there is oné thing that I would like to have ana 
that is a good vacation here in the territory. Mrs. Crawford 
needs one. We haven't taken any since coming to Alaska. We 
have had a day here and there but no vacation as such. 


The chaplin here in Cordova has gone outside for hig 
funlough and I have taken over his work for him, until he 
gets back or ig relieved.’ I won't be able to report much 
on this work, but I thught that you should know that I am 
doing so, 


While in Palmer I read your letter to the workers of 
Alaska and I see by your report that you are contemplating 
a trip to Alaska. If you come, are you planning a stop in 
Cordova? 


If General Assembly isn't cancled, then there is no 
use of you writing here to catch me with mail as it is. 
My address will be 2A. L. Crawford;:Emlenton, Pa. 


If we get out, shauld we try to go to New York to 
see you, or will we have a chance of seeing you elsewhere? 


Sincerely yours, 


Pana ed 


tev. David H. Crawford 
e/o Ae Le Crawtord 
Emlenton, Fennsylvenia 


Dear David: 
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shall want you to come into 


you trip a bit: please let me know end 

ls New 1 1 hours with meé 

talkin= over the work in Alaska and making plans for our future relation- 
i 


= 


shipe i am sure you will have some valuable imformation to gcive me and 
fT shall be more than anzious. to hear it. 
I hope that you had at least a decent trip home, and that you are 
not too fatigued from the lons journey. 
Cordially yours, 


< . | vr ‘i 
* mah Sales 
, gi sa Ganta ns ete | ‘Emlenton, Pa.” 
fi mh ee Wl May 21, 1946 — 
Dr. Everett B, King of Be | Bh i a ia 


Board of National Missions 
156 Fifth Ave, 
New York, N.Y 


} Dear Dr. King, Mae Rae ne eae Sea 


; I will try to take up several items in this one letter. A short © | 
time ago you sent a letter asking in regards to the reports on Alaska  ~— 
work. You asked for suggestions. It seems, to me that the report ecoul& 9° 
be made a statistical report for Sundays and all other activities <s 
could be listed in the item of remarks. Unless a complete and cleer | D 
definition is given for "Pastoral, Calls I seéino, reason formiisting =) 7. 
it. This one item has been the cause of long and lengthy discussions _ 
by our Bresbytery. Some of the caliing in Alaska is far from a Pastoral 
bine in Pa. but nevertheless much is accomplished by them. I have made 
many calls that I have failed to report just because I couldntt justly 
call them pastoral calls by a seminary definition, but feel they should Eig 
if you want. contacts made, be recorded... It seems to me that, So many ~ i 
of the items of the report now used are in a sense extra, curricular that : 
they could be recorded in the remarks. Maney id Mi Ronee aes bid 
. I have received the check that you ceva for the car. a have found > 
| a new Chevrolet (1942) It cost me 1098. I had $100 in cash that I put ~~ 
down of) the car. I was able to borrow $500 for the First Bank of Emlenton, 
They are giving mel year to pay for it. Immediately after gettin: the hon 
ear, I took it to the tank works and they have equiped the bottom with a a 
steel shoe that will protect the motor and working parts. This will” ae 
to the life of the car on the Alaska roads. I have also purchased oad 
whole sale cost enough oil and greese for some 35000 to 40000 miles aL 3 
driveing. This purchase was made through Quaker State Oil refineries | 
here in’ Emlenton. This oll t ‘plan to take. with me. ‘an ae | 


r . 
¥ al aul 


wide ~ 


‘ The third item that I wish to mention AE a regards to. my transpor=_ 
_) tation back. Upon receipt of your letter requesting me to buy vavear DT. 
wired Alaska Steamship Company requesting that my reservation be changed 
from July to June 15. I also requested for space for my. car on th 

boat. They are moving my reservations to” this date; but iby: th to A SH 
“their letter there must be a good number © kom priority. men ahead ‘who may _ 
fill up this boat. The same as true in regards to the space for” 1e car. 
e ottlook is ¢¥¥¢ is poor. I was wondering if it wouldn't 


, be Wise SOT nna. 
et a priority on the shipment of my. car’ an d my transportation. * nis 
ELM partially assured of transportation, otherwis Fi te a. 
may meang mon.s of waiting. .If you were able to get a priorit 
eat sae Mest ak a. bai cit cp boat Loe WIS giv ae aa 


College Alaska 
July 19, 1943 


Dre Everett B. King 

Board of National Missions 
156 Fifth Ave 

New York, 10, NeYe 


Dear Dre King, 


Enclosed you will find my voucher and two copies of this lettere You didn't 
make clear to me where my reports should goes A letter from Mr. Roberts secretary 
would indicate that my reports should go theree How I am to report to the Church 
and camp activities was not made clear. Therefore if a report is necessary 
to all three of you, would you see that the other two copies get to their 
respective placese 


I had extremely good luck in getting back to Alaskae I arrived in Se&ttle 
one day early and with the good help of the Reve Mre Howell I received passage 
the very next daye I arrived in Cordova June 2lste 


While enrout by boat I had the good fortune to be asked by the gun crew 
on the boat to hold servicee I held a very very interesting service for these 
navy boyse It was the first service that had had the préviléedge of attending 
in over 6 mone Their boat, a freighter, had not had services on the boat and 
they missed ports at service timese It was a great inspiration to me as well 
as the boyse The sea was rough and I had to hold on to a stauncion in order 
to stande The boys held on to their bunks and benches in order to sit, but 
the spirit of God was theree It had been my good fortune to pick up a number 
of copies of the pamphlet “Stretch out thy Hand" while I was at Juneaue These 
I left with the boyse We used them in our worship service, because we lacked 
hymn bookse 


I spent the week packing my goods. Sunday evening just as I was going down 
to the evening service, Rev. Mr. Wotring came in. He helped then in the evening 
service and I introduced both he arid his good wife to the congregation. 


One of the most interesting things took place that (Sunday) afternoon. 
An officer of the navy dropped in to see mee He asked if I were a minister and 
I replied in the affirmative/gd Then he held out his hand and said, "Reve I eam 
Johney and I need some help." I can't disclose our conversation, but in the end 
I said, “Johney what you need is God, let's talk with Hime" We dripped dom 
on our knees a=midst the packing boxes and we prayed. When we were finished 
Johney got up on his feet and wiped his eyes and smiled and said, "God can help." 
I want to add, "Oh how great is God." har, 


Tuesday June 29th I left Cordova, by small boat for Valdez. However, I had 
the opportunity of visiting a large construction camp and an Army Camp on the 
waye It was also my privilege of traveling with 6 good Army boys. These two 
days spent in travel gave me the opportunity of having personal calls with 
about 4 Civilian and 15 Armye By personal calls I meen something definite talked 
about in regards to the power of God and His kingdome From now on that will 
by my criterian in numbering calls. The number of calls would represent about 
2% of the contacts madee 


July lst was spent in makéhg my car ready and meeting Reve Bingle who came 
to Valdez to meet mee 


' ge" 
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July 2 Reve Bingle and myself headed for Fairbanks. We traveled 151 miles 
made 7 calls that day | ) 


‘duly 3 187 miles traveled 6 civilien 3 Army calls madee 1 Army camp 
S$ Civilian Camps visitede 1 Service (Civilian) held 22 in Attendances This 
attendance was very goode For there were about 48 men in this camp and over 
half the number of men in camp were in bed when we arrived for the servicee 


One does not realize the value of these services. Sometimes the numbers 
are small, but the percentage of possible men to the service is extremely 
highe Men will sit with bowed heads and reverently worship Gode They need 
no stained glassed windows to worhips. Plank tables and benches represent 
their seats of worhhipe They need no pulpit to look at. For the minister 
may be standing by a table stacked with dishes. The surroundings are generally 
the surroundings of a Mess Hall, but when services are being held these surroundings 
become the visible Churche When men come to you at the end of the service 
and say with lumps in their throats "Thanks, Rev." then you know you have led 
that group to Gode When they say, “You filled my heart today Rev." then you 
know that. you are dispelling the loanliness of the heart. 


Sunday July 4 100 Miles travelede Visited 2 Civilian camps 1 Army camp. 
Held Servide in one Army camp 1 Civilian Camp 42 in attendance out of a total 
possible 55. % 


July 5, Day spent in rest and working on Care 


July 6 81 Miles traveled One Camp Called upon 1 service held with 30 in 
Attendance ) 


July 7 Letters written and studying done 


July 8 136 miles traveled 400 pages of Lite distributed, # 4 Civilian end 
1 Army Camp called upon. 8 Calls made 1 Service (Civilian) held 38 in Attendance 


July 9 28 Miles traveled 200 pages of Lit. distributed 4 Civilian camp calls 
made 15 personal calls made 


July 10 45 Miles traveled 10 pages Lite Distributed % 5 Civilian 1 Army Camp 
cakks nade 5 personal calls 1 Army calle 1 Service held. A combination service 
of two Civilian and 1 small Army group 26 in Attendance 


July 11 40 Miles traveled 5 Camp calls made 10 personal calls 3 services held 
with respective attendance 50, 55, 53. One of the three services was a combined 
service of two camps. 


July 12 172 miles traveled Camps called upon 9 Civilian 1 Army. Arranged 
dates and times for services in most of these camps cdled upon no services however 
were held this day. 


July 13 90 miles traveled and called upon one campe Services had been arranged 
but in the meantime most of the camp was forced to move out. Therefore no services 
were held but did have the opportunity of making 6 personal calls. 


July 14 Time spent in Rest and preparation for next trip out. 
As yet I haven't found a place to live, but- I am rather of the opinion that 


I had better live around Fairbanks some place. Our work seems to be located out 
of heree 


ose ‘ bate . 
‘ 
Frankly te don't see how I am going to be able to pay the rent that they 
are asking hore if I can find a ange to  dahtke ine 


ial 


= 


ree: regards to the work itself; I think that ons should say that there is 
far more work here to be done than one can immagine. AS far as anything other 
than services held, frankly I don't see how one could do anything else. If one 
could travel the distastes and arrange the services one could preach about 
3 times each day and 10 times on Sundayses When on the road one must be up at 
6 and he must keep going until midnight. You have your services from 7 in the 
morningsto midnight et-night so I think you can see our problems. To illustrate 
by useing the trip i have just come in from that will show in next mone report. 
Ihave just finished a 400 mile tour in 5 dayse I called upon 12 camps and two 
peobsacaeat I held 6 services which represents 9 campse -However in those 
three days I was able to get only 13 hrse sleep. a 


Enclosed you will find the vouchers. The following represents a summary of 
y the mone and a summary of expences end moneys redeived. 


Services helds 4 Attendance: 

ie DO caw alien 21 EES ea Oa aa i Gees 
Army 1 Arny 
Navy 1 ‘ Navy 


Pages of Literature distributeds-=610 


Camps Visited: Personal Valls:= : 
fxemy 5 k Civilian 53); 4, 
Civilian 34 Army 17 rf 
Navy 10 a 


Miles Travele d:-- 
Boat 175 
Car 1030 


Money Received:-= v 
July 8 §$ 16454 
July 9 250 
July 10 12027 
July 11 ** 19.76 


Total $ 49.07 


Expenses i~= 
Trensportation to Valdez $ 2.200 


Gas 31.50 

Hotel 1.50 

Telegram in regards transe 085 

meals 20250 
Total $ 56215 


Espenses $ 56015 
Money Rece 49007 


Voucher total $7 08 
Sincerely yours, 
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July 28, 1943 
AIR MATL — 


Rev. David H. Crawford 
c/o Be de Bingle 
Collegs, Alaska 


Dear Davids 


I have your good letter of July 19 with tye copies. IT heve 
given one copy to Mr. Roberts’ office, and will pass the other 


copy on to the Church and Camp Activities Committees 


“Te the future, it will be best for you te saad the repecte. to. 


Rev. Ae L, Roberts. You should make the reports out in tripli- 
gate ani indicate that tro copies are for ny oftlce. 


I think that you have given a very interesting report of your 
activities. Certainly you have met with a field that is white 
unto DArWee ts ; 


To date, I eve not secured your grant fron the Church and Camp 
Activities Committee, which I have asked fer, This amount was 7 
to be $50 a month. I am hoping that there will not be any further 
delay, and that I will soon have this money aval tante for you on 
a monthly basis. 


It was good that you were able to see &r, Setring in Gordova es | 
fore you left. This enabled both you and Mr. Wotring to have an 


understanding — about he contents in the MANS? — 


 *$BKsis 


7-28-43 


Young lady in Mr. Roberts office called to say 
that on second thoughtit seems best to have 

Mr. Bingle send his reports directly to Mr. 
Roberts! office, as it would be more in keeping 
with their policy. She said the Camp*Church 
Activities Committee may also have a report; she 


is not sure. 


IS 
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August 6, 1913 


Reve David 1. Crawford 
0 Rev. B. Je Bingle 

Box 28 

College, Alaske 


Dear Davids 


I have your letter of July 26, in which you 

make a request, for your 4Sugust check to be 

made out right away and to be sent to Era. 
Crawford. I have notified the Yar Industries 
about this request, and wis assured yesterday that 
the check was on its way to Mrse Crawlords 


I feel sure that you have met a greater chal~ 
lenge there in Alaska than anything that we 
were able to think about when we talked here 
in Hew Yorks I am more than agen gine with 
the way things are reese ailcsa 


Cordially yours, 


EEK is : 


August 20, 1943 


Rev. Mr. David H. Crawford | . 
c/o Rev. Mr. B. J. Bingle 


Box 248 
College, Alaska 


Dear David: 


Enclosed you will find our treasurer's check for $150.00 
which represents the money from the Camp and Church Activities . 


Committee for June, July and August. You will please write for — 


me a narrative deseribing only the work that you sre doing with 
the soldier boys at giving me some definite iilustrations of i ctaad 
work that might be entiatie for publication. . 


I hope that you will send. in this detailed report . 30 that I can. 
pass it on to the Camp and Church Activities Committee very 
SOON « 


sldiiias yours, 


EBK/mik 
ene. 


ok «$150.00 
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Fairbanks, Alaska 
Aug. 26, 1943 


Board of National Missions 
156 Fifth gt 
New York, 10, 8 PS Fe 


Dear Dr. King: 


I received your Lotter of Aug 20 today. You asked that I 
narrate an seis enue to my work’ relative to the soi ier boys... 


wy work ‘with the soldier boys has teas closely connected ‘with that 
of Mir. Bingle's.. Ne have been able to work out one splendid con- . 
ference together in a camp. We took ¥.P. both civilien and soldiers to 
an outpost, There we had an evening of fun end recreation. The next 
day, we were able to hold to splendid services. .The one was a regular 
church service, | The other was a united Y.P's. service similar to any — 
| YAP ts. service one would find in the States, where t#o or more teP's. | 
Groups got together for an interchange conference. Just tonight I 7 
met one of the boys that was at this service. He was oversares to 
. 866 ke and. be able "just to talk", 


I have been able to hold valigiuad gerviees in two other (pelted 
gamps where their chaplain has been unable to visit them recently. 

But f feei the greatest opportunity for service has been with the 
‘boys who have been temporarily unattached from this group. One ‘bey — 
attended one of our services in 4 civilian camp. He diterally cried 
for joy of worship. It was the first service that he bad been able 

to attend in 15 months, due to transfer and work. Others lave been 
able to do the same es this bey. Wan, many others have said how 
much they have been lifted by being able just te talk with me out in - 


" $hese out of the way places. Let me illustrate. I dropped inte a 


camp. I was umable to hold services, bat I did get a change to visit — 
with some of the boys. I was in one tent talking with two nen. Around —— 
me I could see the other cots with their nets. I didntt realize thet in 
the far cot thers was another boy sleeping until he raised up. I tried ~ 
to apoligize for having wakened Him, His reply was this, "What you have 
been saying is better than an hours sleep. Keep going". Te had only 
been discussing the Simple ways of aoe NS 8 | | 

As I see ay work now ‘with the goldters, : T don't see mass Ere BELO Sry 
rather a good word and a little bit of encouragement along the way. The 
Chaplains and C.0.'s have been very cooperative along these lines more 
so than along the lines of direct serviées. ial kh we are able ct to q 
hold wheae from time. to tine. , f Saar , 


ae sincerely nope that this narrative is. what you aan 
Cordialiy yours, Oc Re 
signed) Davia He Grentord : 
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Reve Ae le nln 
Board of National Missions 
156 Fifth Avee 
New York, 10, Ne¥/ 
Dear Dr. Roberts, 
Por the Mone of duly 15 to Auge 16 I only spent 4 days in town and that was 
spent working on my care The rest of that time I was on the road traveling md holding 


services. The only limitation lies in the weakness of man for man cannot stand such 
@ scedule like that constantly. The work is to be done but the flesh is too woake 

I only wish I could in some way tell you how these services are appresiatede Let 
me give one illustration. 


I was holding services one night in a bunk house. The house was not completed 
as yet, but some of the men had moved in. The men sat on cots, nail kegs, and turned 
ever buckets. I used a barrel stove for a pulpit. We held a simple worship service 
useing the Apostles Creed, A response, a prayer in unison, seripture md two hymis. 
I preached a short message. (The fourth for the day ald the 7th in two days.) At the 
close, a carpenter with a grasp cf iron took my hand in both of his, and with eyes 
streaming tears he saidyg "Reve all I ask is, don't make 1% too long before you get 
back." Meny Many simildr stories could be told. 


I held servicesthis past mone at almost every hr of both the day end the night. 
I have often sat with men eating preakfast at 11:00 P.i. md then was able to give 
a short message to them before they went to their work. Then when the other crew 
came in at 12:15., I have sat down and eaten with them then holding services at 
1:00 Asie with them. The Lord has been more than good to us. 


As for @ general reporte-- 
Ko Pages of Literature Distributed 2,000 
New Testaments distributed 10 


Car M,les traveled 2,533 

ReRe Niles traveled 184 

Total Mikbs traveled 2,617 

Services held 40 

Total Attendence 714 
Lowest Attendexnce § 
Highest Attendence 51 

Civilian camp ealls made 67 

Army camp calls made 16 

Personal eal is 211 


Expenses and collectionss-- 


Expenses s-- Collections s-= 
Gas 096 Total Eollections from July 16 to Aug. 15 
oil § 200 | ‘ $87.86 
ReRe faro 6.51 
Telegram 1.50 Collect ions--—-=(87 .86 
veals 16.20 Expenses | = 29.16 


Total exponse 29416 clench ty On, ee 
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"RHESA™ 


August had lived in our little town ever since I could remember, and 
the windows of his little shop contained displays much more interesting than 
even the splendid spectacles in the highly decorated windows of the most 
exclusive stores. August, himself, was a short, squatty old man with pale 
blue eyes, and a German accent that was extremely noticeable despite the 
excellence of his English. But he had one great talent which set him apart 
from the other residents of the village; he had the ability to make miniature 
figures so exactly that it was uncanny. He made these first for his own 
enjoyment, and then went into business selling them to people who were willing 
to pay the price. 

Today, August is old, and his fingers are not nearly so nimble in doing 
the saat ot work of his trade, but he works on as before and, while his 
finished products are nee as exquisite as formerly, they are still amazingly 
perfect. His specialty in all the ives work he does is the scene portraying 
the birth of Christ. And it is the memory of this scene, with the characters 


arranged with such beauty and grace, and the surprisingly real quality of their 


_ expressions, which comes to my memory at every Christmas celebration. In faet, 


some of the unexplained moments of my life are concerned with a Christmas display 
in his window. 


Ever since I was a little girl I had wanted to purchase a complete set of 


his Christmas figures, “but Since the price was steep and my funds were small, 


I ieneged to Rerretn from the temptation until an odd incident served as the 


incentive for inp sale. August was in the back of his shop working on another 


of his endless ninistures, and I stood in front of the counter--wishing. 
The dainty ae replicas of Mary, Joseph, and the Three Wise Men all stood 


in charming simplicity about the manger of the Christ Child. 1 could recognize 
e 


Hi sherarss, the angels, and the little lamb, but on the outside of the circle 
a? 
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of familiar characters stood another. It was a woman, a woman who looked bitter 
and cold, a woman with a sardonic look on her face that was almost human. ‘Some- 
how, I was peculdarly fascinated by her; I could not take my eyes from the 
graceful lines and masterful workmanship of the figure. I stooped low, and at 
the base was carved the name "Rhesa.™ 

I knew as much then as I had before, but my curiosity was aroused so I went 
to the chart of explanations on the wall and searched diligently for the name 
"Rnesa.™” It appeared no where on the list, and I returned to my former seat-- 

a stool set before the display for the convenience of prospective customers-- 

to continue my contemplation. Think as I would, I could not remember even reading 
in the Bible of the woman Rhesa, but August must have had some reason for placing 
her among those present at the first Christmas. 

I have no record or memory of the time I sat there thinking, but it began to 
zrow dark in the small shop before I came out of my deep thoughts. But things 
looked different than they had before; the atmosphere was strangely electric, and 
in the dusk of the shop the figures before me seemed to take the fire and animation 

Of life. I could not understand it, but the Wise Men told their tales, the lamb 
was duly presented, and the mother and father told their experiences softly and 
sweetly. The little Christ Child just kicked his heels and went to sleep again. 

I closed my eyes, opened them suddenly, and looked back at the scene. The 
traditional figures were the same, but the woman on the outside of the group was 
gone. Ina panic I iséked swiftly around and saw her standing beneath some 
miniature trees a short distance away. Her face was disfigured in the attempt 
to change her sneering look to one more in keeping with the occasion, but it 
was no use. She did not return to the group immediately, but began a conversation 
with another woman, one of the fortunate few who had secured comfortable lodging. 
Rhesa's voice was what it might be expected to be--grating, whining, and thoroughly 


disagreeable. I evesdropped without a twinge of conscience. 


> 


"It is as if I had never even existed. No one in this world nor in the world 


ef « 


to come will ever know anything about me. I can not even bask in the reflected 
glory of my famous sister. No, I'm not good enough. People say that I was born 
before my time; that I should have lived a hundred years from now or maybe 4 
hundred years in the past, when my kind of character was appreciated. But I 

am what I am, and there is nothing that anyone can do about it." 

a was unlucky enough to be born some years before Mary, and after her 
arrival, "Little Sister” was the favorite of the family. It is not easy to be 
ignored and still be happy, so I found my pleasure elsewhere but at home, I 
would sit at the well and gossip, and smile and tease the girls and young men 
who passed by. And sweet little Mary sat at home in state and the rest of the 
family forgot I existed. So from my own family and home life I received the 
foundation of my character." 

tat first I tried my best to control my jealousy, but one cannot be stepped 
on all one's life and I will admit that I was stubborn and discourteous and mean. 
But I think that my actions were justified--even if no one else will agree with me." 

"So I sit on the sidelines. And from the outside I gaze on my sister and 
Joseph, who might once have been my husband. That is, if he had not seen Mary. 
And it is because of these two people, my own sister and her beloved husband, 
that I am the person I am today. At their wedding I was banished forever from 

the family, my name was struck off the records, and people have chosen to forget 
me. To be true, I said some pretty strong things at the festive occasion, but 
what is the tongue for if it is not to be used for speaking purposes? I have 
incurred the wrath of God, and now I am doomed to follow the footsteps of Mary 
and Joseph for the rest of my life. I can not go with them, but something compels 
me to follow along behind, to hide when they look back, to gaze on their joys and 
triumphs, while I live my life of solitude and misery. Yes, I am Rkesa, Rhesa the 
Sad, Rhesa the Miserable, Rhesa the Unknown, Rhe--." 


I looked up dazedly as August walked out of the back portion of his shop. 


The figure of Rhesa was somehow replaced outside the circle of the miniatures 


i, ea 
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around the manger. August smiled his glowing smile and asked if I had reac 


; ah? a. 
decision. For a moment I did not know what to say, but with a sudd in resolve 
age” + ~ 

decided to buy the complete group. August smiled knowingly and wrapped the — 
figures carefully. I took the lerge box and hurried home. = sie - | 


Pe 


Once there, I unpacked the box and set up the stage as much like dugust's 
as I could remember. But something was different. The aintehtvee looked peacet 1 P 
and sweet around the manger of the Christ Child, but there was no figure to p IF d her 
on the outside of the cirele, looking in. There was no figure amoung all the ae 


wrappings; there was no figure anywhere, and I was certain that I had seen 


August pack it. I sat down and wondered if I had dreamed everything I had seen 


.s 3 
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that evening. Did a woman named Rhesa the Sad, Rhesa the Miserable, Rhesa the ~~ S 
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icles Unknown ever really exist? Die, + 


Virginia Nicholoff 


